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^ct: JAMES EARL RAY, aka - FUGITIVE •• 

CIVIL RIGHTS - CONSPIRACY 
UFAC - ARMED ROBBERY 
“TEN MOST WANTED FUGITIVES'' PROGRAM 

I • . . ' • , . ; _ 

k James Earl Ray, an escape^rom the Mhssowi State Penitentiary 

who is charged under the alia s Eric S ta ryo ^Galt with Civil Rights - Conspiracy • j' 
i in connection vdth the gunshot slaying of'^vU rights leader Dr. Martin Luther • • 
King, Jr. , at Memphis, Tennessee, on AprU 4, 1968, is being recommended as. 
a special addition to the FBI’s list of "Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. " 

While ten fugitives currently appear on the ''Top Te^' list, the 
Bureau on one previous occasion briefly carried eleven suWects-on the list of . 
"Ten Most Wanted Fugitives" and such an upusual situatic^naturally generates | 
extraordinary public and press interest, (Richard Laurpnce Marquette, charged j 
with a brutal butcher murder in Portland, Oregon, w^added to the "Top Ten" 
list on 6-29-61 as its eleventh member. He was c^ght the following day in 
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j , California. ) ^ 

I With tt^denUacittlQ^ 

and the resultant'infenslfied press interest in the Bureat^'s manhunt, it appears 
* most t ime ly to promptly announce Ray*s addition to the *’Top Ten** list, as an 
jic^ySUidltibnal means of ejqpediting his prompt location. 
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A proposed press release announcing Ray's addition to the FBI's 
7ltet of "Ten Most Wanted Fbgltives" is attached, along with copies of his photo- 
jVapbs. 

i RECOMMENDATIONS; 

\ 

i 






(1) James Earl Ray be approved as a special addition to ^the list 
Ten Most Wanted Fugitives. " 



1 ■ 



M (2) Thi^mdlmorandum be returned directly to my. office for further i 

(.EnclOBureB(3^ ^ (1- |(| 

nc.^ 1 - Mr. Gale - Enc. ■ 4 * 

1 - Mr. Bishop - Enc. . i - Mr. Rosen - tJnc. JKi:. , 
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